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State Fee
Schedules

Discussed

By VINCENT THOMAS

Assemblyman, 68th District

Rhyme and reason seem to
have been pretty well ig-
nored while California’s|
erazy-quilt system of state-
collectéd fees and licenses
was being tacked together, if
a recent legislative report is
any criterion.

The report, the first com-
plete study of such charges
ever made, was compiled for
the Assembly Committee on|
Revenue and Taxation by an
sconomist on the staff of the
University of California at
Los Angeles.

The report has been print-
ed and released by the com-
mittee in advance of its own
consideration of the informa-
tion and recommendations in|
it because of the vast amount |
of material collected, and the |
wide range of personal, busi-|
ness, and social interested af-|
fected. In order to compile
the basic data, it was neces-
sary to send a 10 point ques-
tionnaire to every state agen-
cy. Only a few stated that
they collect no fees at all.
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APART FROM the possibil-
{ty of raising additional reve-
nues for state government
purposes, the primary aims
of the report were two: first,
how to improve the structure
and administration of our
state system of fees and li-
censes: and second, to deter-
mine the probable impact of
this system on the well-being
and growth of the state's
economy.

Four broad clases of state
functions supported by fees
and licenses are identified,
general government, provi-
sion of social wants, regula-|
tion of particular types of
business, and provision of
services which compete Wi
private enterprise. Each class
has a number of subdivisions, |
ranging from vehicle fees to
fees for harvesting help.
State agencies license and
regulate about a million per-
sons engaged in more than|
50 occupations, scores of|
types of businesses, and ovcn’
fn many governmental activ- |
fties such as teaching. |

The study reveals that
there is an infinite variety of |
different methods for assess|
ing business and occupnion-{
al fees and licenses. They
vary from straight fees for a|
time period — year, bienni-
um — to those based on vol-
ume of business, or even in-|
come. In a very few instances,
they are based on cost of
the function performed, such
as testing seed. A single
agency may use a dozen ar:
more methods of measuring|
the fee. kS

ONE SIGNIFICANT fact
was highlighted by the re-
port. Almost no agencies, ex-|
cept the Public Health De-|
partment and the Fire Mar-|
shal, know much about thc!
direct cost of collecting their|
fees and licenses. Frequently, |
such cost is lumped in the!
budget with other activities,|
20 that it is impossible to find |
out if collection is self-sup-
porting. In the Department
of Motor Vehicles, for in-|
stance, $83 million in reve- |
nues from 23 different fees|
are thrown into one figure,
because that department and
the Department of Finance
have “decided that the infor: |
mation would not be worth |
the cost of obtaining it.”

The specific recommenda-!
tions in the report are ex-
tremely interesting, but many
an example, after pointing
will arouse controversy. As|
out that our vehicle opera-
tor's license, $3 for 5 years,
and motor vehicle registra-
tion fee, $8 per year, are
eighth lowest in the nation,
raises to meet actual costs
are suggested. Then the re-|
port continues g emphasize
that increased Wghways user |

fees can be used for the so-
cial purpose of limiting high-
way congestion by encour-
aging use of compact cars,
and penalizing use of second |
cars in one family,

|

Youngster Writés ;.

Letter to Editor

Lora Lee Johnson, 12, of |

3240 Danaha St., is a contrib-

utor to the August number

of Jack and Jill magazine.
Miss Johnson's contribu-

tion is a letter in News Notes, |

» special department ofthe
magazine, The letter tells of
a club and library started by
Lora and her girlfriend for
summer fun,
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WHITEWALLS

EXIDE BATTERIES

Original equipment on the finest eutomobitest & Volt, $23.25 Value
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Valve Plus Tox

ELECTRIC HAIR DRYER

Features 4.settings "'cool” to
“hot", accessory tray, vinyl
plastic 36" hose, large hood
and nail dryer.

Six clips on woeden beard for
helding kitchen utensils, garden
tocls, etc.

79¢ VALUE

3-SPEED RACING BIKE

26-inch bike has front and
rear brakes and features
twist grip speed changer,
black in color with chrome
wheels and two-tone seat.
Enjoy bicycling all summer
long with this terrific buy!

CMA’s PRICE

22-QUART
TRASH CAN

Large 22.quart trash can

is made of durable plastic c
in choice of decorater

colors. Features plastie

top lid with easy accens-

ability from both sides,

1.59 Value
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3%a” METAL VISE

Smooth case jaw surfaces.
base, 3% -inch

width., Many uses.

O

swivel jaw

by Sherwin-Williams
Washable interior flat
lotex goes on sasier, cov.
ars better. Popular dee-

orator colors,

WHITE ENAMEL TOILET SEAT
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HOUSE PAINT

Sherwin-Williams

Tough,
apply with brush er relle
or. Wide color selection.

o Spoutless
coffee maker nev-

er re-perks coffee.

At CMA Only

electric

Install a new toilet seat to-
day. Fits standard
bowl. Easy to install. Avail

any

able in white only. Buy
now and save at this low,
low CMA price.
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durable  finish,

19" POWER ROTARY MOWER

Deluxe rotary 19-inch cut with 2/2-H.P. Tecumseh-Lauson engine.

HOSTESS
SALAD SET

Boautiful 4-piece salad set. Wood is highly
polished. This imported set makes an ideal
gift, as well as for you! For indoors or en
the patio. Buy now and save!

Features recoil starter. Many other models now on display.

CMA's Low Discount Price
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\ HOUSE PAIN!

-100 HOUSE PAINT

by Sherwin-Williams

For exterior wood, stucco
and masonry, Quick drying,

tough finish,
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RIVEWAY COATING

Restores jol-black finith
to  asphalt, brush er
sweep on, | gal covers
approximately 150 sq. .

99¢ VALUE

66..

REDWOOD FINISH

Stains and seals in ene

operation, | gqal. covers

epproximately 200 1q. .

97

U9
VALUE

6iL, 16" HAND MOWER

“CANVAS GLOVES

Sturdy canvas sotton gloves
for painting er gardening

many other uses.

\ § steel blades give precision
cutting action, All metal
hondle, cuts 1b.inch swath
See other models en display

and sovel

49¢ VALUE

LOW CMA PRICE!
19.95 VALUE
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OTHER
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LAWN
EDGER

Long handled tool |

GARDEN HOSE

3/8"x50" SIZE

finished

couplings ettachad

Brass
-

for trimming and |
Pre. ! te plastic

edging lowns qreen

eision stenl |

blade,

hose 50.foot long
with %.inch inside

diameter,

1440 S. Los Angeles St ANAHEIM
20225 S. Western Ave. TORRANCE
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